
 

 

 

ASSOCIATION OF IRISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

AILG RESEARCH AND POLICY OFFICER 

Senior Staff Officer – Local Authority Grade 6 (Equivalent) 

Whole-Time, Permanent Position | Maynooth, Co. Kildare 

The Association of Irish Local Government (AILG) invites applications from suitably 
qualified and experienced candidates for the new position of AILG Research and Policy 
Officer. 

AILG is the national representative body for Ireland's elected local authority members 
and plays a central role in supporting councillors, strengthening local democracy and 
representing the collective interests of elected members at national and international 
level.  

About the Role 

This is an exciting opportunity to join AILG at an important time for the future 
development and reform of Irish local government. 

Reporting to the Executive Director, the successful candidate will help establish and 
develop AILG's new Research and Policy Unit, strengthening the research, evidence and 
policy support available to elected councillors and supporting AILG's national policy, 
advocacy and representative work.  

The role will have a particular focus on: 

• Research and policy analysis on local government and local democracy;  

• Developing evidence-based policy and briefing supports for elected councillors;  

• Analysing legislation, Government policy and developments affecting local 
government;  

• Preparing research reports, policy papers, submissions and briefing documents;  

• Research on local government governance and councillors' reserved functions;  

• Supporting the development of a dedicated AILG Library and Research Service;  



• Supporting councillor education, training and Continuous Professional 
Development;  

• Supporting implementation of the Local Democracy Taskforce 
recommendations; and  

• Providing research and policy support for AILG's engagement with Government 
and other national and international stakeholders.  

These functions reflect the substantive duties set out in the Information Booklet.  

Who We Are Looking For 

We are seeking a motivated research and policy professional with: 

• A relevant Level 8 Honours Bachelor's Degree and Postgraduate qualification;  

• A minimum of three years' relevant professional experience;  

• Strong research, analytical and policy-development skills;  

• Excellent report writing and communication skills;  

• A good understanding of Irish local government, public administration and 
democratic governance;  

• The ability to interpret legislation and Government policy;  

• Strong organisational skills and the ability to manage multiple priorities; and  

• The ability to work effectively both independently and as part of a small 
professional team.  

The detailed qualification and experience requirements are contained in the 
Information Booklet.  

Terms 

➢ Salary: €58,474 – €71,437 (LSI 2) Local Government Senior Staff Officer, Grade 6 
(Equivalent) 

➢ Position: Whole-time, Permanent 
➢ Location: AILG Offices, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 
➢ Annual Leave: 30 days per annum 
➢ Pension: Participation in the AILG Company Pension Scheme in accordance with 

the terms of the Scheme 

 

Closing Date: 5.00pm, 25 September 2026  

 



A Unique Opportunity 

This new position provides an opportunity to contribute directly to the future 
development of local government and local democracy in Ireland, while helping AILG 
build a stronger evidence base, research service and policy support structure for 
Ireland's elected councillors. 

Full details of the position, eligibility requirements, competencies, terms and 
application process are available in the AILG Research and Policy Officer Information 
Booklet. 

AILG is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 

 

 


