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Wind Energy Ireland represents over 200 companies
Members across existing assets, development & supply chain for onshore & offshore wind:



Ireland will be energy independent.

Wind energy is Ireland’s greatest asset in 
responding to the climate emergency.

The decisions we make now
will decide when.
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What does wind energy contribute 
to Ireland today?





Price: Wind farms cut your electricity bills.
• When wind farms are producing 

electricity they push fossil fuel 
generation off the system.

• The way the electricity market is 
designed means they push the most 
expensive fossil fuel generators off the 
system which reduces wholesale 
electricity prices.

• In December 2024 the price of power 
on the days when we relied most on 
fossil fuels was more than three times 
the price when we had lots of wind on 
the system.





Good for your Pocket
How renewable energy helps Irish electricity consumers

In 2019’s Wind for a Euro, Baringa estimated 
that the development of wind capacity would 
cost Irish consumers around €65 million by 2020, 
a total of less than €1 per person per year

In Good for your Pocket, they have updated 
their analysis for 2018-2023 and have turned 

their attention forward, to project the further 
savings that could be unlocked by achieving 

80% renewable electricity 

https://www.baringa.com/globalassets/insights/low-carbon-futures/our-market-and-policy-studies-in-ireland/wind-for-a-euro-cost-benefit-analysis-of-wind-energy-in-ireland-2000-2020/baringa_wind_for_a_euro_report_jan_2019.pdf


Good for your Pocket
Shows that renewables have saved consumers more than €840 million since 2000 –

and new investment could save an additional €610 million per year 

To date, wind and solar farms have 
lowered the cost of electricity for 
everyone in Ireland by an
average of €165 per person
- that’s €840 million in total

Renewables could unlock additional 
savings of €610 million per year

if Ireland continues to invest in wind 
and solar generation – and achieves 

80% renewable electricity

Renewables have prevented the 
need to burn €7.4 billion worth of 
polluting fossil fuels – including 
enough gas to heat every home
in Ireland for nine years

The renewable transition has saved 
over 47 million tonnes of CO2

since 2000 – equal to the lifetime 
emissions of 1.1 million cars –
40% of the vehicles in Ireland



Energy Security: Wind energy saved €1.2 billion in gas costs in 2024 
and a total of €5.4 billion from 2022-2024

Wind also saved the equivalent annual emissions of 1.8 million cars across the island 



Clean: Wind farms cut our carbon emissions.

• In 2023 wind farms saved 
4.44 million tonnes of 
carbon or around 63 per 
cent of all total avoided 
emissions that year.

• Wind farms are saving 
nearly twice as much in 
carbon emissions as every 
single other renewable 
energy technology in 
Ireland combined.



Ireland is a global 
leader in onshore 

wind energy
There are over 5,000 people 

working in Ireland’s onshore wind 
sector today

Source: KPMG – Economic Impact of Onshore Wind in Ireland, 2021



It will unlock tens of thousands of jobs 
across the Irish economy by 2050

Ireland will be a 
global leader in 

offshore wind energy

€20+ billion investment into 
economy to deliver projects

5,000+ jobs created from 
Ireland’s offshore sector

Powering more than 40% of 
Ireland and kick-starting 
industries in Floating 
Offshore Wind & Green H2

Our 2030 Targets will deliver

Key Supply Chain Enablers

DETE’s National Industrial 
Strategy for Offshore Wind 

Offshore Wind 
Skills Development



What do wind farms do for 
your county?







https://windenergyireland.com/about-wind/wind-energy-by-county

https://windenergyireland.com/about-wind/wind-energy-by-county






What is happening now?



We have the targets and we have the pipelines

Ireland must cut CO2 emissions by 30 million tonnes per year by 2030.
Power sector emissions must be cut by 75%.

By 2030 we need to deliver     
9,000 MW of onshore wind

By 2030 we need to deliver  
5,000 MW of offshore wind



Onshore Wind in Ireland – What’s Happening?
In Construction

288 MW

734 MW
RESS/CPPA Secured & 

In Pre-Construction

Auction / CPPA Ready
748 MW

772 MW
With Planning

(Near Auction / CPPA Ready)

5,063 MW
Energised

In Planning
1,723 MW

Installed onshore wind capacity passed 5 GW last year – a huge milestone for the sector!

A further 2GW+ of onshore wind will enter the planning system over the next 12 months



• Six projects – five East 
coast, one West coast

• Four progressing 
through State-backed
ORESS 1

• Two progressing 
through Corporate 
PPAs

• All projects will be in 
planning within the 
next month and 
targeting 2030 
delivery timeframe

Phase 1 Phase 2

• Four sites selected for 
future projects –
delivery in a 2032 –
2035+ timeframe

• Begins with Tonn Nua 
Auction – 900MW in 
Q2 2025

• South Coast Designated 
Marine Area Plan 
(DMAP) finalised and 
approved by 
Government in Oct 24

Offshore Wind in Ireland – What’s Happening?



Challenges – Planning 



Annual Wind Energy Planning Dashboard 2024

Still in Planning

1,598 MW
(30 projects)

Rejected

677 MW
(12projects)

Already in Planning

2,025 MW
(30 projects)

In Planning
2,992 MW
(52 projects)

Enters Planning

967 MW
(22projects)

Approved

717MW
(10projects)

All of these projects are either direct applicationsto An Bord Pleanála, classed as strategic infrastructure, orhave been
appealed to An Bord Pleanála followinga decisionby the localauthority.Decisions made by County Councils are not 
includedand norare decisions on amendments to approvedwind energy projects.

Key Messages:
1: An Bord Pleanála approved 42 per cent of what was needed in 2024 to reach our

2030 target.

2: Refusal rate of projects in An Bord Pleanála increased due to anti-wind County

Development Plans.

3: 22wind energy projects received decisions on their planning applications in 2024, a

16 per cent increase when compared to the number of decisions received in 2023.

Target:
To achieve our Climate Action Plan target 

we needed planning permission in 2024 for:

1,720 MW
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The Planning System 

1
Resourcing the 

Planning System
Prioritisation of 

Renewables & Grid
Streamlining of 
decision making

New planning laws and agencies won’t deliver without the right people.
Prioritising renewables & grid will benefit our climate & our economy.

Need to implement the Planning & Development Act and the new National 
Planning Framework



Next steps on Planning Policy

Onshore Wind 
Energy 

Development 
Planning 

Guidelines 
before the end 

of 2025



Challenges – Grid 



Our grid is not strong enough
• The grid is a network of underground 

cables, overhead lines and substations 
which runs all over Ireland. 

• It carries electricity from where it is 
generated to your home, your 
business and your community.

• Last year 14% of electricity from wind 
farms was lost because the grid 
wasn’t strong enough.

• That means hundreds of thousands of 
tonnes of emissions and hundreds of 
millions spent importing gas.



Prioritise Ireland’s Electricity Infrastructure
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Provide Funding and 
Political Support to 
Reinforce our Grid

Deliver the North-
South Interconnector 
& Key Grid Projects

Invest in 
Long-Duration 
Energy Storage

Everyone in this room needs to be a vocal supporter for building grid.
The grid is the enabler for a thriving 21st century sustainable economy.





Mobilising Public & Cross-Sector Support for Grid

View the full campaign here: https://buildourgrid.ie/

The Electricity Grid

https://buildourgrid.ie/


Coffee break



Common concerns



If we can overcome the policy hurdles the 
support is there to deliver …

Results of 2024 National Wind Energy Survey

TOP
BENEFITS OF WIND 
ENERGY WERE RANKED:
1. Good for the environment (77%)
2. Reduces CO2 emissions – (76%)
3. Cheaper electricity – (71%)
4. Supports energy independence – (55%)
5. Creates employment – (45%)

62%
ARE IN FAVOUR OF A 
WIND FARM IN THEIR 
LOCAL AREA. 
Just 4% oppose.

82%
RECOGNISE THE ROLE 
OF OFFSHORE WIND IN 
SECURING IRELAND’S 
ENERGY SUPPLY.
75% of those surveyed support 
offshore wind energy.

PEOPLE SUPPORT WIND 
ENERGY.
Consistent with 2023 figures.
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People living near existing wind farms.

• Among people living within 1 km of a 
RESS 1 wind project 73 per cent have 
positive or very positive views 
towards wind energy. 

• Two-thirds of them feel that Ireland 
has too few wind farms.



Is the wind there?

Blue areas are least suitable for wind farms with green, yellow and red indicating increasingly strong 
wind conditions.

Ground Level Wind Speeds 150 Metre Height Wind Speeds



Taller turbines or more turbines?

The turbine to the right is 
20 per cent taller than the 
one on the left but 
generates 180 per cent 
more power.

Using taller turbines 
means more power. 

This means we need fewer 
turbines which reduces 
electricity prices and 
reduces impact on the 
environment.



Noise and Shadow Flicker

Noise

• No data on noise complaints gathered in Ireland but in 
Northern Ireland out of 10,684 noise complaints in 
2023-24 only 26 (0.2%) were for wind turbines. Of 
those only one was for a wind farm. Others were 
individual turbines not common here. 

• Noise limits to be reviewed as part of new draft Wind 
Energy Guidelines. 

• Irish noise limits already quite strict and proposed in 
new guidelines to make them even more so.

Shadow Flicker

• Can occur when the sun is shining and at a low angle 
such as dawn or sunset.

• Not allowed under new draft Wind Energy Guidelines.
• Turbine must be designed to switch-off if it detects 

shadow flicker may be about to happen.



Wind farms and property

Vast majority of 20 years of research 
indicates wind farms have no negative 
effect on property prices or that it is a 
short-lived effect.

However, there is some evidence to the 
contrary and we need to be conscious of 
that when designing wind farms.

A 2017 Wolfe Island study in Canada found 
different effects on property prices from the 
same wind farm on different sides of the 
Canada - America border. Why?

➢ Public attitude;
➢ Engagement with the community;
➢ Local amenities and payments.
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Tourism

Fáilte Ireland study 2012
71 per cent of tourists to Ireland said wind 
farms would have no effect, or a positive effect, 
on deciding whether to come to Ireland again.

Kerry Study
In 2009, there were 786,000 overseas visitors to Co 
Kerry who spent €206 million. 

In 2017, the most recent figures they have, there 
were 1,277,000 overseas visitors to Co Kerry and 
they spent €337 million.

That’s a 62 per cent increase in the number of 
overseas visitors coming to Kerry and a 64 per cent 
increase in the amount they’re spending.

https://www.failteireland.ie/FailteIreland/media/WebsiteStructure/Documents/3_Research_Insights/2_Regional_SurveysReports/COUNTY_Numbers_Revenue_09.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://www.failteireland.ie/FailteIreland/media/WebsiteStructure/Documents/3_Research_Insights/2_Regional_SurveysReports/2017-topline-regional-performance-(003).pdf?ext=.pdf




Ireland’s Future
Towards energy independence



Budget 2025 – Clear Wins for Energy Infrastructure

“…initial direct investment of €750 million into our 
electricity grid infrastructure…”

- An Taoiseach, Simon Harris



Revolution – A Vision for Irish Floating Wind Energy
Unlocking Ireland’s Floating Offshore Wind Potential

Live research projects Wind Energy Ireland is involved in 
together with partners around Ireland to unlock FLOW potential



Building our future – Ireland’s Ports

We can build them report showed 
how this development can be funded.

Funding Clarity Planning
Irish port development is key to energy independence.

We want to build Irish offshore wind farms in Irish ports.

National Port Study recommended 
action to enable port development.



Ireland as an energy exporter?

• Ireland was a net electricity exporter 
to Britain from around 2015-2020. 

• We now have three interconnectors to 
Britain and by 2026 will have our first 
to France. 

• However, faster development of 
renewables and interconnection in 
Britain means we are now a net 
importer. Likely to also import from 
France. 

• Big question – Should we try to 
become a net exporter again or attract 
new investment?



Harnessing our Wind Surplus – Creating Customers

Source: MaREI  & Wind Energy Ireland – ‘Our Climate Neutral Future – Zero by 50’ report 



[Ireland Electrified Video Slide]



If we get this right, the opportunity is enormous.

#WorkinWind



Invest in People – #WorkinWind

www.workinwind.ie

#WorkinWind



Introducing…





Ireland will be energy independent.

Wind energy is Ireland’s greatest asset in 
responding to the climate emergency.

The decisions we make now
will decide when.

57




