
Association of Irish Local Government – AILG

Introduction to AILG

Role, Remit and Service Delivery of AILG



GCCC – 1899

(General Council of 

County Councils)

AMAI – 1912

(Association of Municipal 

Authorities of Ireland 
ACCC – 2007

(Association of County 

and City Councils)

AILG (Association of Irish Local Government) - 2014

(Local Government Reform Act 2014)

Origins of the Association- founded 1899 (125 years)

Thomas Grattan Esmonde, Wexford Co. Co. ; Jn Sweetman, Meath



Mission Statement 

“The AILG is a national representative body that proudly represents and supports local democracy. We the 

elected Councillors provide a strong voice for local communities through effective local government”

Goals of the Association 

❑ The goal of the Association is to represent the collective interests of the Elected Members of the Local 

Authorities which constitute its membership. 

❑ As a representative voice of local government in Ireland, the Association aims to; 

a) to protect and support democratic local government 

b) promote democratic leadership of our Elected Councillors and our Elected Councils 

c) to promote the welfare and good government of the people of Ireland



AILG AGM

Officer Board x 3 & 

Executive Committee 

x 10

AILG

93 Plenary Delegates

(31 x 3)

AILG President/Vice 

President & Past 

President

31 LA’s – 949 Elected members

AILG Audit Committee 

x 5

AILG Finance 

Committee x 5



Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick , Immediate Past President AILG 

Cllr. Gail Dunne, President AILG 2023/2024 



AILG Executive Committee 2023/24





AILG Remit

❑ The Association carries out activities to represent the collective interests of the Elected Members of the 

local authorities which constitute its membership, including; 

a) the undertaking of policy development and research,

b) the promotion and delivery of education and training, 

c) the provision of policy support and assessment of public policy on matters relating to local 

government, 

d) the provision of advice and the making of submissions to the Minister(s) or other public authorities 

as regards such matters

❑ Obtain the views of our member Councils and Councillors on all issues of concern to them and provide 

a forum for discussion of these issues. 

❑ Provide a range of cost-effective services to Elected Members in accordance with their requirements, , 

including training and education, policy development, the dissemination of accurate and timely 

information on all local government financial, policy, legislative, service oriented and democratic issues.

 

❑ Ensure that Elected Councillors receive appropriate and relevant training and development

❑ Promote and encourage wider diverse participation and increase engagement at local government level



AILG Funding

How the AILG is funded:

• Annual Subscription from the 31 Member Councils approved in autumn by the AILG Plenary Body

• Income from fees for Annual Conference and In-Person Events

• Minor income from other sources

• All spending is monitored by:

• AILG Finance Committee

• AILG Audit Committee

• Chartered Accountants

• Local Government Audit Service 



AILG Policy and Advocacy Programme



AILG Elected Members Training Programme 2024 

which will see 

• 6 No. In-person training modules – 12 days

• 6-8 No. Training Webinars 

• Intensive Induction Training Series Post Local 

Elections 2024

• 2 No. National Training Events (Annual 

Conference & Autumn Seminar)

• Tailored Training

AILG Elected Members Training & Education Programme



Launch of AILG/Maynooth University Report on the 21st 

Century Councillor – January 2024



AILG Elected Members Training & Education Programme



AILG/UCC Education Initiative for  Councillors – Level 7 Certificate for 

Councillors - Climate Change



COE – Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe (CLRAE)



COE – Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe (CLRAE)

❑ AILG provide secretariat services to Irish delegation to the Congress of Local and 

Regional Authorities of Europe. 

❑ Congress meets twice per annum, with delegation members also participating in other 

committees throughout the year. 

❑ Assistance also provided to CLRAE Irish Youth Delegate

❑ Ireland held the COE Presidency May – Nov 2022

❑ AILG hosted a number of events in 2022 to celebrate the Irish Presidency 
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