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What We Will Look At

1.Principles of Crime Prevention                                                          2. Home Security

3. Personal Security

  

                                                        4. Social Media 
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Principles of Crime Prevention_____________



Principles of Crime Prevention
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Burglary

Targeted burglary

Opportunist Burglary.

Distraction Burglary.
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Home Security (Procedures)

Intruder Alarms (perimeter /Secondary interior)

Physical Security

Lights

CCTV
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Home Security
Close Curtains during hours of Darkness.

Lighting around the house on a sensor or photocell.

Lighting inside on timers

Natural Surveillance- trim shrubs down to 1m and trees up to 2 m.

Use Bogus Caller Cards

Cancel Post (& Milk) if you are away.



Intruder Alarm

Not a replacement for good physical security 

Wired / Wireless 

Audible only / remotely monitored 

Auto-dialler 

Understand your system 

Keyholders 



Intruder Alarm - Installers

Licensed by PSA 

Certified to install to EN standard 

Offence to use non-licensed installer 

EN 50131 standard 

At least 3 quotes 
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What attracts the burglar

Signs of being unoccupied.

Open Windows

Hidden keys

A build up of Post /Milk, etc.

No alarms.

High vegetation

Ladders or tools in easy reach

Easy access to the rear of your house

Poor lighting or house lights on at the wrong time.



What deters the burglar

Signs of habitation,

Closed windows

Good external lighting

Good view from the road

External Alarm Bell

Good Dog

Access to rear of house closed off.

GOOD NEIGHBOURS
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CCTV
 

 Cost 

  GDPR

  WIFI

  Door Bells



Home Security 
Checklist Challenge
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Personal Security

- Travelling (aware of surroundings) - Dashcams

- Working Alone (checking in)

- Clinics – layout/escape route/protests

- Be conscious of sentiment (social media, trends)

- Personal Intelligent Protection (PIP)
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Issued by the Garda National Crime Prevention Unit, Garda H.Q., Harcourt Square, Dublin 2. January 2022. 

*Additional content sourced from LGiU | Personal safety for elected members 2016 

An Garda Síochána 

Crime Prevention Information Sheet 

Personal Security 

Advice for 

Elected Officials 
Introduction
Thankfully there have been very few major
incidents involving violence toward local or
national politicians, although when attacks do
take place they are widely publicised. This could
lend itself to making some elected officials feel
that they are more exposed to attacks because
of the decisions they are involved in making.

Many elected officials will have experienced
unpleasant or challenging interactions with a
member of the public, and verbal or written
abuse is often accepted as being part and
parcel of the role. Whilst most of the aggression
experienced will be at the low end of the
spectrum of unacceptable behaviour, severe
abuse could be considered an offence under the
Non Fatal Offences Against the Person Act
1997.

Crime can happen to anyone,
anytime, anywhere. The culprits
think they won’t get caught and
the victim thinks it won’t be me!
The reality is very different. For
every crime there is always a
victim. Not every culprit will get
caught but every victim will

suffer. This information leaflet is designed to
reduce your risk of injury and/or loss from crime
in Public Places.

Being “Streetwise” means trusting your gut
instincts, being observant and responding to
the information your environment is giving you.
Even before you venture outside good
preparation will make you feel more
“Streetwise”:

• Tell a friend or a relative where you
are going – and what time you are
expected back.

• Charge your mobile telephone and 

programme emergency numbers into the directory . 

• Consider a personal alarm and check the

batteries before you leave home or office .

• Wear comfortable shoes that you can move

quickly in, if you need to .

• Fill up with fuel during daylight hours.

• Regularly check your tyres (including the

spare).

• Check your route,

andavoidareasthatyoufeel

uncomfortable driving

throughalone.

• Avoid placing 

your handbag or valua-bles on 

the passenger seat beside 

you. 

• Lock your doors when driving around towns and in

remote areas.

• Park Smart in well lit areas.

• If a situation is making you feel vulnerable drive to the

nearest Garda Station.

• If you are using public transport; check

timetables before you leave. Keep your valuables secure. Sit

close to the driver. Avoid empty carriages. Have enough money

for a taxi in an emergency.

• If you are cycling to an ap-

pointment, wear appropriate

clothing, park your bicycle in a well

lit, secure location and use quality

locks, securing it to an immovable

object.

It may be difficult to vary your routine as an elected official

but where possible try to avoid:

• Leaving or returning home at exactly the

same time.

• Walking the same routes at the same times.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THIS OR OTHER CRIME PREVENTION ISSUES, 
PLEASE CONTACT 

your local GARDA CRIME PREVENTION OFFICER 
or 

visit the Garda website at www.garda.ie



Social Media 
Location Settings

To turn Location 

services on or off 

for your Apple 

device

1. Go to your devices 

settings app.

2. Scroll to Privacy 

and Security.

3. Select Location 

Services.

4. Scroll to your 

chosen social media 

app select desired 

level of access – 

Never, Ask next time 

or when I share or 

While using the app
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Divisional Crime Prevention Officers

Do you know your 
Local CPO

www.garda.ie
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