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• Following on from a Development Plan requirements for NBS/SUDS
occur at various levels

• Planning Schemes/Local Area Plans

• Urban Design Frameworks/Masterplans (may be integrated with the
above)

• Public Realm Masterplans

• Requirements may also be outlined within support 
strategies/guidance.

Dublin City Council SUDS Guidance

Implementation
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Planning Schemes/Local Area Plans
• Applied in response to local context to

address issue such as:

• History of flooding within site or 
adjacent areas (mitigation)

• Location adjacent to areas of 
sensitivity (water quality)

• As part of a broader strategy of water
management

• Place making qualities
Ringsend/Irishtown/Sandymount areas and Poolbeg West SDZ 

Planning Schemes (images DCC and OPW)

Dublin Bay SC

Dodder

Liffey
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Planning Schemes/Local Area Plans

Poolbeg West SDZ Planning Scheme Concept
Plan

Poolbeg West SDZ Planning Scheme
SUDS
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Planning Schemes/Local Area Plans

Ballycullen Old Court LAP Fortunestown LAPArea
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Public Realm/Part 8

4

Cork County Council

LANDSCAPE DESIGN STRATEGY
Bernard Seymor Landscape Architects were tasked
with developing a landscape strategy for the overall
town. Four goal statements structure the approach to
the Cobh Public Realm Enhancement Plan and define
a framework for design that equally prioritises access,
equity, ecology, and identity.

The proposal comprises of low level planting and rain
gardens in combination with grassy verges and trees.
The trees in the town are to be retained where possible
and new trees are to be added. An ecology screening
has been undertaken to ensure the proposal doesn’t
interfere with any sensitive protected species.

History and Culture
Cobh is a shared historic, economic, cultural and
ecological resource of extraordinary value for County
Cork, Cork Harbour and the world.
Connection and Access
Maintaining the existing contextual desire lines;
exploring possible new connections where opportunities
permitted, such as new pedestrian and bike routes
proposed through the town; public gathering spaces; as
well as integrated, ‘free’ play elements placed within the
public realm component of the scheme.
Community
The Cobh Public Realm Enhancement Plan is a
generational project that establishes a new, positive
identity for the wider Cobh area. Unfolding and evolving
over many decades, it will interpret the rich social
and ecological history. Thus introducing an adaptive
template that will guide regional planning decisions
around growth, conservation, and stewardship.
Sustainability and Biodiversity
The BSLA Landscape design strategy will improve the
ecological health of Cobh Town Centre. Additional trees
along with different type of species, further planting
belts, rain gardens, SUDs, development standards, and
other tools will provide strategic and holistic approaches
for protecting sensitive species and ecosystems,
reducing habitat fragmentation, improving water quality,
and promoting the long-term revival of biodiversity.

Sustainable Urban Drainage (SUDS)

48

Cork County Council

ZONE 2 - Westbourne Place and Kennedy Park, The Town Garden

Rationalised Landscaping

Tree Lined Avenue

Catenery Lighting
Axonometric of Kennedy Park Illustrative images only, please refer to technical drawings for details

Cobh Public Realm Masterplan - Part 8 Application
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Local Guidance

South Dublin County Council SUDS Guidance



5 Looking Ahead
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New Planning Guidance

Development Plan 
Guidance - issued

SEA Guidance -
issued

Rural Housing – to 
issue by year end

Sustainable & 
Compact Urban 

Development – early 
2023

Development 
Management – aim 

2023

The Planning 
System & River 

Basin Management 
Guidelines – aim 

2023
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• Planning cross-sectoral, working with other policy 
areas in relation to the pattern and location of 
development and any potential impacts to the 
sustainable management of water resources;

• Behaviour change and public acceptance will be 
critical to achieving goals;

• Prioritisation of investment;

• Implementation of policies and objectives – critical 
at all levels

Planning Critical to Water Quality



Thank You! 

Laura Courtney
Planning Adviser, DHLGH
Laura.courtney@housing.gov.ie 

Jason Taylor
Planning Adviser, DHLGH
Jason.Taylor@housing.gov.ie 
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