
Local Government and the Sustainable Development Goals -
Global Citizenship Education creating sustainable communities

UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS



WORKSHOP AGENDA

• Welcomes and introductions
• Global Citizenship Education (GCE)
• What are the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
• Local Government and the SDGs
• Discussion



Workshop Objectives 
1. To explore  the pivotal role of Local Government in delivering the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and localising the UN 
2030 Agenda. 

2. To examine the importance of embedding the SDGs and Global 
Citizenship Education principles in County and City Development Plans, 
Corporate Plans, Local Area Plans and Local Economic and Community 
Plans. 

3. To consider how the elected Members can provide oversight and 
direction to ensure that the SDGs are integral to Council policy 
development across all departments



● National network for Development Education in Ireland
● Represent and support members involved in Development 

Education in formal, non-formal and informal settings.
● IDEA’s 2019-2023 Strategy promotes the essential role of 

Development Education in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 



                    Mission & Vision 
Our Vision:   A world where all people are 
active global citizens
Our Mission:  To advance and champion 
global citizenship and sustainable 
development by supporting and representing 
our members’ development education work



              Development Education 

Development Education enables people to understand the world 
around them and to act to transform it. It engages people through a 
process of interaction, reflection and action towards supporting Global 
Justice. 

IDEA members use the terms:
Development Education,
Education for Sustainable Development,
Global Citizenship Education, and others..



SDG 4: Quality Education 

SDG Target 4.7 

By 2030 ensure all learners acquire knowledge and skills 
needed to promote sustainable development, including among 
others through education for sustainable development and 
sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion 
of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship, and 
appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to 
sustainable development



SAOLTA Saolta is a Global Citizenship Education strategic 
partnership for the Adult and Community sector in Ireland.

Strategic Goal:
Increase accessibility, quality and effectiveness of GCE in 
the Adult and Community Education Sector
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DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVES

DP is an independent development 
education NGO that works with 
the adult and community sector 
both nationally and  internationally.



OUR VISION & MISSION

•Our vision: To live in a equitable, just and sustainable world

•Our mission: To tackle poverty, inequality and climate        
change through  transformative education  

              and active global citizenship.



Local Authority Research

Important Context
- Reform of Government Act 2014
- PPNs LCDCs and Elected Representatives

– “the need to integrate sustainable development considerations into policy development and implementation, and the need to promote 
social inclusion.”

- National Implementation Plan (for the SDGs)
- County Development Plans 
- Policy and Charter Documents
- IPCC



GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION
• Global Citizenship Education is an active and creative educational  
process to increase awareness and understanding of the world we  
live in. It challenges perceptions and stereotypes by encouraging  
optimism, participation and action for a just world (Trócaire, 2017).
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EVOLUTION OF SDGS
• 1972: UN Conference on Human Environment

• 1983: Brundtland Conference (World Commission on Environment and 
Development)

• 1992: UN Conference on Environment & Development (Rio Earth Summit)

• 2000: Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

• 2015: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)



UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

17 Goals

169 Targets

235 Indicators

193 Countries

8 million entities



MEANINGFUL REPRESENTATIONS

HIT 
or 
SMASHED

Elizabeth Loftus & John Palmer



LUPYAN AND CLARKE





Contributing to meaning,
Creating more democratic paths



SENSE MAKING: THE 5 PS
• Planet

• People

• Peace

• Prosperity

• Partnership



SDG CATEGORIES



SDG PYRAMID



IRELAND AND THE SDGS

Department responsible: Department of Communications,  Climate Action and Environment. Host 4 National Stakeholder  Forums 
annually.

National Implementation Plan: 2018 - 2020. Areas of focus =  Awareness, Participation, Support and Policy Alignment.
Public consultation on the second plan closed Aug 2021

Information platform: Geo-hive is Ireland’s SDG data hub.

Coalition 2030: An alliance of over 70 civil society organisation  working together to achieve the SDGs both at home and abroad.

Social Justice Ireland: Yearly data collected. In 2022 Ireland ranked 10th out of the EU 14.



ECONOMY

Social Justice Ireland:  
Measuring Progress 
2022



SOCIETY

Social Justice Ireland:  
Measuring  Progress  
2022



ENVIRONMENT

Social Justice Ireland:  
The Sustainable  
Progress Index 2022



OVERALL 
IN EU 14

Social Justice Ireland:  
Measuring Progress 
2022



RESOURCES



BE PART OF INFORMED MEANINGFUL 
CHANGE

• Inform yourself
• Map the goals to your group/organisation
• use the language of GCE and SDGs
• Align activities with the SDGs
• Use the goals to measure success.
• Make a submission to Dev Plan



           Local Authorities  & The SDGS 
• Local Authorities closest to the people are at the heart of 

creating sustainable communities
• Local Authorities in a unique position to identify and 

respond to development needs and gaps - supporting local 
goals and national objectives. 

• They are crucial actors in tackling the climate crisis 
• Their political leadership is instrumental in achieving 

consensus among different stakeholders and institutional 
actors focusing on tangible results

• They are pivotal in developing and promoting civic pride 
and active citizenship across their communities 



National Planning Framework 

“There is significant alignment between the UN SDGs and 
the National Planning Framework’s  National Strategic 
Outcomes (NSOs) in areas such as climate action, clean 
energy, sustainable cities and communities, economic 
growth, reduced inequalities and innovation and 
infrastructure, as well as education and health.” 
Project Ireland 2040, National Planning Framework, p. 19



SDG National Implementation Plan: 

• The local government system …… has a crucial 
role to play in translating national policies into 
tangible practical actions that can help to 
concretise the SDG objectives into our 
individual and communities’ behaviours and 
goals.



SDG National Implementation Plan
• Local authorities are well placed to integrate high-level SDG 

objectives and targets into their various plans and 
programmes. 

• Public Participation Networks (PPNs) can also play an 
important role in this process through their engagement with 
all aspects of local government.  They can also raise the 
awareness of the general public and community groups to the 
SDG process and how it can improve their quality of life and 
wider environment.



We will expand our support to Local Authorities to encourage the inclusion 
of global citizenship themes in City and County Development Plans, building 
on our work with Public Participation Networks through Saolta.

Irish Aid Global Citizenship Education 
Strategy 



SDGs and Local Authority  Plans 

• City and County Development Plans 
• Corporate Plans 
• Local Economic and Community Plans (LECP)
• Local Area Plans (LAP)
• Local Environmental Improvement Plans (LEIP)
 



Cork City Development Plan 





SDGs in Development Plans 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Draft Development Plan  



Waterford City and County 
Development Plan 

Cork County Development Plan 



SDGs in LA Corporate Plans 
Dublin City Council’s Corporate Plan 
“Over the course of this Plan, we will continue to  develop ways to frame our work in the 
context of the SDGs. Linking the goals and priority objectives of this plan to the SDGs is the first 
step towards this.”

High 
Contribution

Medium 
Contribution

Low 
Contribution 



Localising the SDGs 
Goals, Targets and Indicators 

17 Sustainable Development Goals 
169 Targets 
232 Indicators
 

Global indicator framework for the Sustainable Development Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/Global%20Indicator%20Framework%20after%202022%20refinement_Eng.pdf


Localising the SDGs: Case Study  
Bristol - Local Voluntary Review



Localising the SDGs: Case Study  
Bristol Local Voluntary Review

The proportion of children living in poverty increased between 2013 and 2018, and 32% of neighbourhoods 
had income  poverty rates of 20% or more in 2015. More data is needed to monitor this goal effectively.

Some areas of Bristol experience high levels of food insecurity and the percentage of underweight children 
has risen.  Several large partnership-based initiatives have been launched to address these challenges.

Mortality rates from cardiovascular disease and from preventable forms of non-communicable diseases have 
declined, but  the life expectancy gap between the most deprived and least deprived has increased since 
2012.

Education attainment and early years readiness scores have increased, with notable convergence across 
ethnic groups, although the proportion entering higher education is below the UK average and varies 
significantly across wards.

The proportion of female elected officials has been rising in Bristol, but the gender pay gap in the city has not 
been reduced and rates of domestic abuse and sexual violence have risen. More data is needed to monitor 
this goal effectively.

Citizens enjoy near-universal access to clean water and sanitation, and Bristol is not currently at risk of water 
stress. There is scope to reduce per capita consumption to ensure sustainable resource consumption as the 
city grows.



Localising the SDGs: Case Study  
Bristol Local Voluntary Review

Household energy consumption and the energy intensity of Bristol’s economy have both fallen. Installed 
capacity of renewables has risen. An acceleration in these trends is required to achieve the 2030 target and 
fuel poverty persists

Bristol’s economy has grown strongly since 2010, unemployment is decreasing, and wages have risen. 
Youth and ethnic inequality within unemployment remain significant challenges.

The carbon intensity of Bristol’s diverse economy has been declining since 2010 while the proportion of 
commuters walking and cycling has increased, alongside the proportion of citizens accessing the internet.

Bristol’s Gini coefficient is slightly below the national average, but the gap in earnings between the top 10% 
and bottom 10% has been rising. Reported incidents of racial discrimination and harassment have also 
risen sharply.

The ratio of income to house prices has increased significantly, and homelessness has risen since 2010. 
Public transport use and air pollution have both improved, but perceptions of safety have worsened.

Recycling rates have increased and total waste production has decreased slightly over the past year, 
however food waste has increased. More data is needed to monitor this goal effectively.



Localising the SDGs: Case Study  
Bristol Local Voluntary Review

In 2018 Bristol was the first UK city to declare a climate emergency. Strong civic will to achieve carbon 
neutrality by 2030 will need to be followed by ambitious action across sectors and support from higher 
levels of government.

According to EU Water Framework Directive, 86% of Bristol’s rivers are in ‘moderate’ ecological condition. 
Community based initiatives are working to improve conditions alongside larger organisations in the 
region.

Bristol citizens benefit from extensive green spaces and tree canopy cover has increased since 2010. A 
recent award of £1 million will support the further development of sustainable management practices for 
parks and open spaces.

Bristol is a safe city with strong judicial institutions, but violent crime and domestic abuse rates have risen 
in step with
national trends. Reports of modern slavery have increased. There has been an encouraging reduction in 
young offending.

The SDG Alliance has grown rapidly in the last two years and partnerships are forming across the city and 
across sectors to tackle specific challenges. A number of organisations are also operating internationally to 
tackle the SDGs.



Localising the SDGs  - Case Study 
Linking Policy Areas to SDGs - Flanders 



Localising the SDGs - Development Plans
• City/County Development Plan commits to the achievement of the SDGs
• Check each section of Development Plan against SDG targets 
• Seek a role for PPNs and LCDCs through local engagement/awareness on 

SDGs 
• Reference SDGs in your own submissions 
• Advise constituents to seek greater references to SDGs in their 

submissions  
• Put down amendments to CE’s report to ensure SDGs are fully reflected 

in each chapter.



Localising the SDGs   

• Undertake Voluntary Local Reviews 

• Seek reports from CE on implementation - targets 

• Questions/motions - at Council and Area Committee level 

• Seek reports on relevant SDGs at your Strategic Policy Committee

• Ensure SDGs reflected in Local Economic and Community Plans

• Engage with LCDC/PPN and constituent organisations  



Localising the SDGs  - AILG Actions 
● Support greater participation of Local Government in reporting and follow-up 

mechanisms
● Make localisation of the SDGs an essential part of national strategies
● Support bottom-up monitoring process, such as Voluntary Local Reviews (See 

Bristol) 
● Localisation requires that Local Authorities  are provided with resources and 

capacities commensurate with their responsibilities in the implementation process.
● Boost international cooperation and multi-stakeholder partnerships for  SDG 

localisation.



Localising the SDGs:    SJI Proposals for Local Authorities 



Support the 
recommendations outlined 
in Vision 2025 - Towards a 
society of Global Citizens 
Proposals for the future of 
Global Ciizenship Education 
and the policy decisions 
required to fulfil this Vision 





LINKS AND REFERENCES

• Development Perspectives/Saolta Resources
• SDG Info resource https://sdgs.un.org/
• SDG Communication Materials
• Lupyan and Clarke Words and the World
• Loftus and Palmer Car Crash Experiement
• 2019 UN SDG Report
• https://geohive.ie/
• Local Authorities and the SDGs - Proposals for Local Government 
• Measuring Ireland's Progress - Sustainable Progress Index 2021 | Social Justice Ireland
• Bristol and the SDGs - A Voluntary Review of Progress
• Global indicator framework for the Sustainable Development Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
• Towards the localisation of the SDGs - Report to UN High Level Political Forum 

https://www.developmentperspectives.ie/saolta
https://sdgs.un.org/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/communications-material/
https://www.research.ed.ac.uk/portal/files/19889134/lupyan_clark_currDir_inPress.pdf
https://www.bartleby.com/essay/The-Car-Crash-Study-By-Loftus-And-F3HCSJE2LMQW
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/
https://geohive.ie/
https://www.socialjustice.ie/content/policy-issues/sdgs-and-local-authorities-creating-sustainable-communities
https://www.socialjustice.ie/content/publications/measuring-irelands-progress-sustainable-progress-index-2021
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/cabot-institute-2018/documents/BRISTOL%20AND%20THE%20SDGS.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/Global%20Indicator%20Framework%20after%202022%20refinement_Eng.pdf
https://www.global-taskforce.org/sites/default/files/2019-07/Towards%20the%20localization%20of%20the%20SDGs.pdf


Thank You!
Questions / Discussion 

Keep in touch 

Emer Costello Nick Doran/ Sara Hurley 
Policy & Advocacy Manager Saolta 
IDEA Development Perspectives 
Email:  emer@ideaonline.ie nick@developmentperspectives.ie  

sara@developmentperspectives.ie 

mailto:emer@ideaonline.ie
mailto:nick@developmentperspectives.ie
mailto:sara@developmentperspectives.ie

