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• About Irish Water

• Our Investment Process

• The Investment Challenge Water and Waste Water

• Irish Water Interactions with the Planning Authority 

• Case Study (Proactive Engagement)

• Capacity Assessments / Registers
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About Irish Water 

Supplying 1.7 billion litres 

of treated water and 

treating 1.2 billion litres of 

wastewater every day

Serving 1.52 million 

households and 172,000

businesses  across Ireland 

755 Water Treatment Plants

1,711 Water Pumping 

Stations 

1,426 Water Reservoirs

1,062 WW Treatment Plants 

2,206 WW Pumping 

Stations 

2,000 Storm Water 

Overflows 

63,000 Kms  of water mains 

26,000 Kms foul/combined 

sewer network

Operation of water services 

by Local Authority staff under 

31 Service Level Agreements
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IW Plans and the Strategic Objectives

Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013.

Ministerial Direction Sets 6 Strategic 

Objectives:

• Meet Customer Expectations

• Ensure Safe and Reliable Water Supply

• Provide Effective Management of 

Wastewater

• Protect and Enhance the Environment

• Support Social and Economic Growth

• Invest in our Future



National Water Resources Plan & Water 

Future Forecast
NWRP Process NDP Future Forecast Process



Scale of investment need – Waste Water

Unconstrained Forecast of needs 

based on current understanding of 

asset base condition and 

performance

(> €50bn out to 2060s)

Prioritisation of long list to short 

list based on Risk and Value 

approach as part of asset 

investment planning process.

Constrained Forecast shows 

spend increasing to between 

€1.5 to €2bn per annum into 

2030s and levelling out at 

€1.6bn beyond that. 

2021 4030 Uncnnstvained Forecast
W

mo
5*

émo
3

_~.
$5“

W,

mm W
3 M63 Irmm

em»

am M»

|v5°° um

..,m
W

ms

W



Urban Waste Water – Progress 

achieved to date
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• €1.7bn invested in wastewater assets since 2014

• Approx. 137 upgrade projects included  in RBMP (2018-2021) completed

• Full compliance with UWWTD treatment standards by RC4

• Steady progress in getting to full waste

water licence standards

• Reduction in Significant

Urban Waste Water Pressures

from 291 down to 208 water bodies



Revenue Control 3 allocated €100M of approved funding towards 

STVGP. There are currently 37 projects announced for upgrade works 

across all Local Authority areas.

Small Towns and Villages Growth 

Programme

Allocation Selection

Allocation

Letter of 
invitation 
issued

Clarification 
Meeting

LA submits  list of 
prioritised 

settlements 

Work-
shop 

with LA

LA confirms list of 
prioritised 

settlements

IW determine 
projects to be 
progressed

LAs notified 
of successful 

projects

Revenue Control 4 & 5 are expected to continue or enhance this level 

of investment in the rural areas through the STVGP. 
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Timeline for a Project Delivery post analysis 

and identification of issues 

WS2WS1

G2G1

WS3 WS4/5 WS6

G3

Preparation Submission Granted

Wayleave 

Pack 

ConfirmedCPO

16 month 24 month 6mth 24 month
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These Guidelines are intended to

provide best practice guidance in

relation to the interface between the

planning authorities and the delivery of

public water services by Irish Water.

The Guidelines highlight that ‘Irish

Water is a statutory consultee under the

P&D Act 2000 (as amended) and

planning authorities are required to take

into account the views of Irish Water in

making decisions on statutory plans..’
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Draft Water Services Guidelines for LAs
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(Graphics Courtesy of Waterford City and County Council)
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Stages of a Development Plan:
There are numerous stages involved in the preparation of a Development Plan which takes 

place over a 2-year period.  The stages are shown in the diagram below:

County Development Plan Process

Engagement 

opportunity

Engagement 

opportunity

Engagement  

opportunity
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Can zoned lands 

be serviced?

Accuracy of Plan 

text

Alignment with IW 

policy and 

processes

Water sources 

safeguarded?

Can our assets 

accommodate the 

projected growth?

IW Assets 

safeguarded?

Potential risks to 

IW 
Highlighting our 

work

Preparing our submission

In preparing our submissions to the PA and to the OPR we 

ask ourselves the following key questions?



• Water and Wastewater Capacity Registers were published in the developer section of 

IW website on the 24th of November 2021. 

https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-services/capacity-registers/

• The Wastewater Capacity Registers published, represent Waste Water Treatment 

Plants which have a Certificate of Authorisation or a Waste Water discharge licence. 

• Water Supply Capacity Registers represent the top 3 tiers of settlements or 48 

settlements as identified in the NPF and RSES. 
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Capacity Registers

https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-services/capacity-registers/


|   Footer14

Example of a Growth Assessment
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Example of Zoning Assessments



• Fulfilling our legal 
obligations

• Alignment of policy, plans 
and objectives

• Ensure Irish Water assets 
and sources safeguarded

• Maximising the use of 
existing IW assets

• Ensuring our investments 
supports planning policy
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In Summary – Key Benefits:In Summary
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Thank You

Local Representative Support 

Desk can be contacted at 

localrepsupport@water.ie or 

by phone at 0818 178 178 

mailto:localrepsupport@water.ie

