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Planning and Transport: 

National, Regional and Local Level 
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Structure of Presentation

• Functions of the NTA

• Governance of Transport in Ireland

• The Role of Transport

• Developing an Integrated Approach to Land Use and Transport Policy

• Hierarchy of Plans and the Integration of Land Use and Transport Planning

• Metropolitan Area Transport Plans

• Local Transport Planning – the Area Based Transport Assessment (ABTA) approach



NTA: What we do



NTA: What we do

Strategic Transport Planning

• NTA Transport Strategy for 

the Greater Dublin Area

• Other Metropolitan Area 

Transport Strategies  

• Input into National & 

Regional Transport Policy

• Input into Local Transport 

Policy through LTPs



NTA: What we do

Transport Policy 

• General Transport Policy 

Development



Governance of Transport in Ireland

Udara's Néisiunta lompair
National Transport Authority



The Role of Transport

Economic and social activity is heavily based on transport connectivity.

A good transport network:

Links people to jobs;

Links people to services;

Delivers products to markets;

Underpins supply chains and logistics networks; and

Facilitates domestic and international trade.



Developing an Integrated 
Approach to Land Use and 
Transport Policy



Policy Focus



NPF Objectives

Udara's Néisiunta lompair
National Transport Authority



The Hierarchy of Plans and the Integration of 
Land Use and Transport Planning

National Planning 
Framework (NPF)

RSES and MASP Transport Strategies

County Development Plans 

Local Area Plans

Local Transport Plans

Implementation Plan (GDA)

National Development 
Plan (NDP)



Metropolitan Area Transport Plans

• Work in tandem with RSES (Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans)

• Integrate Land Use Planning and Transport Planning / Transport Investment

• Evidence-based Strategic Plans – Spatial Analysis and Multi Modal Transport Modelling

• Provides a framework for transport investment

• Short, medium and long term horizons due to long lead-in on major transport projects

• Metropolitan Area Transport Strategies (existing and in preparation)

 GDA 2016-2035 (Draft 2022-2042 published Nov. 2021)

 Galway (2016-2035)

 Cork (2020-2040)

 Limerick (draft awaiting ministerial approval)

 Waterford (for completion 2022)



Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy 
(CMATS)



CMATS Outcomes

Udara's Néisiunta lompair
National Transport Authority



CMATS Implementation



Local Transport Planning

Area Based Transport Assessment 
(ABTA) Guidance developed by NTA 
and TII

Methodology to assess transport 
needs and potential solutions at a local 
level 

• LAPs
• Key Towns
• Other Towns/Villages
• Masterplans / SDZs



ABTA Approach



Preparing the ABTA
Udara's Néisiunta lompair
National Transport Authority



Application of ABTA



Application of ABTA  



Integrated Land Use and Transport 
Planning - Conclusions

The Development Plan / Local Area Plan plays a crucial role in informing transport investment 

priorities and in avoiding a piecemeal approach to the delivery of transport infrastructure.

When prepared in conjunction with a Transport Plan, it will enable the targeted investment and 

timely delivery of transport infrastructure and services, with the following Desired Outcomes:

• A range of Transport Alternatives Provided

• Joined-up Networks

• Safe Networks

• Inclusivity

• Places for People


