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Local Authority Fire Services

•Introduction
•Structure
•Legislation
•Funding
•Fatalities
•Fire Service Operations
•Fire Safety & Prevention
•Community Fire Safety
•Major Emergency Management
•Health & Safety
•Reserved Functions
•Questions?



STRUCTURE
• Fire Services delivered through 27 Service Delivery 

Units currently.

• 217 Fire Stations, 600 Fire Appliances and 3450 Staff.
– Fulltime vs Retained  

• The National Directorate for Fire & Emergency 
Management created in Dept. in 2009.
– Responsible for national guidance, standards etc.
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FIRE SERVICE

TYPICAL COUNTY STRUCTURE



LEGISLATION 1
• Fire Services Act 1981 & 2003 

– Sets responsibilities (Section 10)
– Training (Section 15)
– Obligations with regard to Fire Safety ( Section 18)
– Potentially Dangerous Building (Section 19)
– Fire Safety Notices and Closure Notices ( Section 20 )
– Powers of Inspection (Section 22)
– Fire and Emergency Operations Plan (Section 26)
– Ancillary Powers ( Section 28)
– False alarms (Section 30)



LEGISLATION 2
• Building Control Acts 1990 & 2007 

– Building Regulations Parts A - M
– Building Control Regulations

• Fire Safety Certificates
• Disability Access Certificates
• Commencement Notices

– BCMS
– Assigned Certifier etc only since 1st March 2014
– Certificates of Completion
– Construction Products Directive

Other Legislation
– Explosives, Dangerous Substances,

Licencing, SEVESO



FUNDING
• Capital funding from Dept. for Fire Stations, Fire 

Appliances, ICT Infrastructure, Equipment etc.

• Revenue Budget in Local Authority

• Average Cost Per Head Population (NOAC 2014)
– Retained = €43
– Fulltime =   €93

• Income
– Fire Charges
– Various fees



€400,000
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OPERATIONAL RESPONSE
• Fires (inc. False Alarms)

• Road Traffic Collisions (RTCs)

• Hazardous Materials

• Swiftwater Rescue (not everywhere)

• General Rescues

• Severe Weather
– Flooding
– Trees down



MOBILISATION
• 3 Regional Control Centres

• Pre-Determined Attendances (PDAs)

• PDA is dependent on Location 
and Incident Type

• Rostered Senior Fire Officers

• Rollout of TETRA



Fire Safety/Prevention & Building Control

• Assessment of Fire Safety Certificate Applications
• Standard
• Seven Day Notice
• Revised
• Regularised

• Licensing of Premises
• Planning Advice
• Disability Access Certificates
• Commencement Notices - BCMS
• During Construction Inspections
• Fire Safety Inspections (High risk / complaints)
• During Performance Inspections
• Dangerous Substances
• Events
• Market Surveillance – CE Marking



Fire Engineering



Community Fire Safety

• Increase Smoke Alarm Ownership and Testing
• Fire Safety Talks / Demonstrations
• Smoke Detector Scheme 
• Primary Schools Programme (3rd class)
• Home Fire Safety Visits
• Wildfire Campaign
• Fire Safety Week
• Community Events
• Traveller Accommodation

Fire Safety Review 2015 



Major Emergency Management



Major Emergency Management

• Major Emergency Plan (MEP)

• Major Emergency Management Committee 
(MEMC)

• Sub – Plans
– Flood response

– Severe weather

– Section Plans

• External Emergency Plans SEVESO Site

• Mass Fatalities Capability

• National/Regional Coordination



Health and Safety
Limavady 2003 (1)
Bethnal Green 2004 (2)
Harrow Court 2005 (2)
Foynes 2007 (1)
Bray 2007 (2)
Warickshire 2010 (4)
Shirley Towers 2010 (2)



OHSAS 18001?



Pre-Incident Planning



Training Courses

• Recruit Induction
• Manual Handling
• Breathing Apparatus
• Compartment Fire Behaviour
• Working at Height
• Water Safety Awareness
• Incident Command
• Aerial Appliance
• Hazardous Materials
• Major Emergency Management
• Emergency Medical First Responder
• Emergency Fire Appliance Driver
• Water Rescue
• Wildland Fire Fighting
• Heavy Transport Rescue
•Abrasive Wheels
•Auditor (OHSAS & ISO 9001)

• Pump Operator
• Confined Space
• Winch
•Safety Management
• Line Manager
• Fire Engineering
• CISM  
• CAFS



RESERVED FUNCTIONS

Section 26 of the Fire Services Act, 1981 & 
2003, states:
"Each Fire Authority which maintains a Fire Brigade shall 
prepare (and, as occasion requires, revise) plans for fire and 
emergency operations showing the provision made by it in 
respect of:

•Organisation
•Fire Stations
•Appliances
•Equipment
•Water supplies and extinguishing agents
•Training
•Operational procedure and such other matters as may be 
relevant for dealing with operations of an emergency nature 
under Section 25



What Is A S26 Plan?

• This plan sets out current arrangements within the Fire 
Authority, but it also sets out strategic plans and 
targets for the Fire Authority for the next 5 years.

• This plan shall be reviewed from time to time as 
deemed appropriate, but in any case it shall be 
reviewed at least once every 5 years.  

• It should be noted that the above function is a 
reserved function under Section 26(3) of Fire Services 
Act 1981 & 2003.



The Plan!

1. Purpose & Scope

2. Executive Summary

3. Organisation

4. Fire Stations

5. Fire Appliances

6. Equipment & PPE

7. Water Supplies

8. Training

9. Health & Safety

10. Communication

11. Operational Roles & 
Procedures

12. Operational Standards

13. Fire Safety

14. Major Emergency 
Management



Thank You
Any Questions?


