
Presentation to Councillors



Brief History 

• Lifeguards first 
introduced on to our 
beaches  in 1935 in 
Clare.

• 1945 - Water Safety 
Section of the Red 
Cross

• 1971 - Irish Water 
Safety Association

• 1987 - National Safety 
Council

• 1997 MoU between the 
LA’s and the Coast 
Guard on Life guarding 
as a Declared Resource

• 1999 - Irish Water 
Safety Association (SI)

• Registered  as a Charity 
in 2001

• 2006 - Irish Water 
Safety(SI)

http://www.redcross.ie/home/
http://www.redcross.ie/home/


Patron: Michael D Higgins - President 
of Ireland
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Irish Water Safety provides the 
following services:

• 210 Water Safety 
Summer weeks in 
open water

• 180 programmed 
winter courses 
from September 
to December and 
January to May



Irish Water Safety provides the 
following services:

• Each year approx. 
1,000 Lifeguards are 
trained & qualified. 

• Each year approx. 750 
Beach Lifeguards are 
tested for service on 
our beaches for the 
LA’s of which 400 are 
employed.



Irish Water Safety provides the 
following services:

• Swim & Lifesaving 
certificates issued 
26,918

• Heath & Safety 
Awareness 
Courses



Irish Water Safety provides the 
following services:

• Monitor rescues which 
occur in the country for 
SEIKO “Just in Time” Rescue 
Awards

• Lifesaving Sport Programs 
for both pool and open 
water which covers: 
Nippers, Juniors, Seniors 
and Masters

• 11 competitions



Irish Water Safety provides the 
following services:

• 50 Risk Assessments 
on  beaches; lakes; 
rivers; quarries; golf 
courses; urban 
developments; 
national parks; 
shopping centres; 
artificial waterways;



Education 

• Recognition by the 
Department of Education  
as part of the Primary 
Syllabus in 2003

• Primary Aquatics Water 
Safety Programme 

• Educational Development 
Officer

• Part Funded by 
Department of Education

• Primary Aquatics Water 
Safety certificates issued 
68,043



Community Rescue Boat Stations

• Administer and Train 
17 CRBI Stations 
since 1963. 

• 17 Stations 
registered for VAT 
Exemption for the 
operation of their 
Lifeboats since 1979; 
D-Class and up to 8 
Metre RIB’s



Work with the Media

• @ 40 Press Releases each year; 
@100 live radio & TV interviews 
a year

• 3,000 press clippings each year

• Persuade presenters - got them 
onside – they deliver the 
messages

• Broadcasting Complaints 
Commission & withdrawal of 
products C & C P C

• Annual Awards Ceremony –
individuals, corporate; LA’s; 
media; members

• Write to Editors of newspapers



Work with Celebrity’s 

• Former Miss World, 
Rosanna Davison; 

• Westlife; 

• Mickey Joe Harte;

• Dave Fanning; 

• Ray D'Arcy; 

• Padraig Breathnach; 

• Gerry Ryan ; 

• Alan Stanford; 

• Jedward



Population 6.4m

Coastline 3,000km

Navigable Inland waterways 850 km

4 Longest Rivers 904 km

4 Largest Lakes 892 sq km

2014 Road Water Fire

Deaths 193 114 37

Utilising The Media – why bother?

The Need:

TOTAL Budget for ALL activities (€)

From Government 512,000

From Sponsors / Charges 426,000

Total 938,000

Non-cash Sponsorships-In-Kind 285,000 p.a.

The Financial constraints:

IWS & Media

The Geography:
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Ringbuoy Awareness Campaign
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PFD Compliance
2015

Lifejacket Compliance..



Recreational Angling

17



Non-
Governmental 
Organisations 

Community Rescue Boats Ireland
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution
The Royal Lifesaving Society
Irish Sailing Association
Irish Marine Federation
Irish Boat Rental Association
Inland Waterways Association of Ireland 
Irish Amateur Rowing Union Ltd 
The Irish Canoe Union
Comhairle Fo- Thuinn
Irish Coastal Rowing Federation
Irish Sailing Association
Irish Sea Kayaking Association
Irish Surfing Association
Irish Water Ski Federation
Irish Kite Boarding Association
Irish Windsurfing Association
Trout Anglers Federation of Ireland
Irish Coastal Rowing Association



Dept of Transport

Inland Fisheries Ireland

Commissioners of Irish Lights

Marine Institute

Maritime Safety Directorate

Coast Guard

Marine Surveyors Office

Marine Radio Officer’s Unit

Marine Safety Working 
Group

Irish Marine Search & Rescue 
Committee

Commissioner’s of Irish 
Lights Consultative 

Committee

Dept of Environment, 
Heritage & Local 

Government

Met Eireann

Environmental Protection 
Agency

82 Local Authorities

Dept of Justice
Coroner’s Office

An Garda Siochana

Health & Safety Authority

Health Service Executive

Dept of Health & Children

Dept of Education & Science

Dept of Food & Fisheries 
12 Harbour Authorities

10 Port Companies

Waterways Ireland

Bord Iascaigh Mhara

Marine Casualty Investigation 
Board

Dept of  Defence 
Navy/Civil  Defence

Maritime Safety Policy Unit



International Recognition & best 
practice

• International Lifesaving 
Federation; 

• International 
Federation  of Swim 
Teachers Association;

• International Maritime 
Rescue Federation; 

• International Standards 
Organisation; 

• CEN (European 
Standards); 



Volunteers & Staff manning stands 
at  Shows

• e.g. FISH IRELAND 
EXHIBITION, SKIPPER 
SHOW, CLIPPER RACE, 
STAY SAFE DAY. BOAT 
SHOWS, VOLVO OCEAN 
RACE, ANGLING 
SHOWS, PLOUGHING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS, 
CAREERS EXHIBITIONS, 
SCHOOL TEACHERS, 
ETBs, 



Working group on safety, training and 
employment in the Irish fishing industry

• Safety Standards on 
vessels, and the 
quayside and ways to 
improve compliance 
with safety regulations 
and change culture and 
attitudes to safety 
generally

• Safety Training



Working group on safety, training and 
employment in the Irish fishing industry

• Technical innovation in 
safety, procedures and 
equipment

• Making the fishing 
industry more 
attractive for new 
entrants

• Career structures and 
opportunities for 
lifelong learning in the 
fishing sector



Live to tell the tale

• Monday 18/01/16

• BIM funding doubled 
for next five years

• 3 Radio Adverts

• 1 day training course, 
PFD  & Manual

• Vessels less than 15 
metres in length (LOA) 
€155; over 15 m €190

• Email and SMS for 
service

• www.bim.ie



P:\IWSA\CEREMONIES, LAUNCHES, 
COMPETITIONS, SEMINARS\WSAC Officers 

Meeting 2009\Rogers Workings

Safe Swimming – English & Irish

KIA, WATER ANGELS & ÚDARÁS 



P:\IWSA\CEREMONIES, LAUNCHES, 
COMPETITIONS, SEMINARS\WSAC Officers 

Meeting 2009\Rogers Workings

Safe Boating - English & Irish

WATER ANGELS, ALLIANZ & ÚDARÁS



P:\IWSA\CEREMONIES, LAUNCHES, 
COMPETITIONS, SEMINARS\WSAC Officers 

Meeting 2009\Rogers Workings

Inland Waterways - English & Irish

WATER ANGELS



P:\IWSA\CEREMONIES, LAUNCHES, 
COMPETITIONS, SEMINARS\WSAC Officers 

Meeting 2009\Rogers Workings

Hypothermia Leaflet 1 - English & 

Irish

Hypothermia Leaflet 2

Poster version of 2
Health & Safety 

Authority



P:\IWSA\CEREMONIES, LAUNCHES, 
COMPETITIONS, SEMINARS\WSAC Officers 

Meeting 2009\Rogers Workings

Farm Safety - English & Irish
WATER ANGELS & FBD INSURANCE



P:\IWSA\CEREMONIES, LAUNCHES, 
COMPETITIONS, SEMINARS\WSAC Officers 

Meeting 2009\Rogers Workings

Weil’s Disease

Farm & Plant Magazine

Friendly Systems

.



Drowning Analysis 1988 to 2012



Drowning Analysis 1988 to 2012



Drowning Analysis 1988 to 2012



Drowning Analysis 1988 to 2012



Drowning Analysis 1988 to 2012







Statistics for 2007 - 2014

Year 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007

Accidental 55 55 65 56 33 54 45 54

Suicide 33 19 49 44 51 45 50 75

Undetermined 25 17 33 28 28 45 62 27

Assault 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0

Total 114 91 147 128 112 145 158 156







WHO Global Report on Drowning 
2014

Country Drowning per 100,000 Year

Australia 1.4 2011

Austria 1.3 2012

Belgium 1.3 2010

Bosnia & Herzegovnia 0 2011

Bulgaria 1.7 2012

Canada 1.2 2011

Croatia 2.3 2012

Denmark 1.2 2012

Finland 2.4 2012

France 1.6 2011

Germany 0.6 2012

Greece 2.5 2011

Iceland 2.5 2009

Ireland 2.3 2010

Lithuania 8.1 2012

New Zealand 1.6 2010

United Kingdom 0.8 2010

United States 1.5 2010



Thank you for your attention & interest, any  
questions? www.iws.ie ; www.aquaattack.ie ; 
www.ringbuoys.ie ; 

http://www.iws.ie/
http://www.aquaattack.ie/
http://www.ringbuoys.ie/

