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What is the Office of the Planning Regulator?

The OPR's purpose is to oversee the continuous enhancement of Ireland's planning process and its outcomes bx driving the
co-ordination of planning policy implementation across national, regional and local levels, building a stronger knowledge
ase and ensuring regular reviews of the performance of planning authorities and An Bord Pleanala.

QEst. April
2019

What are the main functions of the Office?

Driving national research,
¢ training, ec ucation and public
information

Independent assessment of all Reviews of the systems and

local authority and regional yrocedures used by any planning
assembly forward planning authority

 Three

Evaluates BN Tocal authority Organisational review of the Delivers training and education
@ forward planning, including systems apd procedgres used by programmes for stakeholdrers
Stat u to development pla.r'15 local any planning authority, including based on a strategic planning
area plans, etc ' An Bord Pleanala in the research programme,
. : performance of their planning

functions.

L]
fu n Ct] O n S @ Provides recommendations @ Conelders submizsions fom the @ Promotes public awareness of

during the drafting of el = the principles of proper
nr he s EIMs 3
statutory plans to ensure PUDKC in reiation (o the Systens planning and sustainable
: 2 and procedures used by
consistency with relevant development and encourages
national and regional policies pranhing aUthingites i) the effective public participation in
— ] delivery of planning services, e

the planning process.
’ @PlanningReg

m [office-of-the-planning-regulator
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Planning Regulator

31P. (1) The functions of the Office are—

(a) to evaluate and assess—

(i) development plans, including draft development plans,

(ii) variations of development plans, including proposed variations,

(iii) local area plans, including the amendment or revocation of such plans,
and

(iv) regional spatial and economic strategies,

during their preparation and making under Chapters | to Ill of Part Il in order
for the Office to provide observations and recommendations to planning
authorities and regional assemblies, as appropriate, on those plans and
strategies,

(b) in respect of any plan or strategy to which paragraph (a) relates, to inform
the Minister if, in the opinion of the Office, any such plan or strategy Is not
consistent with its observations and recommendations, especially where, in

its opinion, failure to be so consistent would affect the overall stratecy for

proper planning and sustainable development of the area concerned,
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JGoals:

» Clear, fair &
independent

> Driving innovation
» Customer focus
> Efficient

Values:
> Independent
> Transparent
> Engaged

Strategy
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a 7 full time staff

Q Roles

> Carrying out evaluations & assessment
> Mapping and recording (GIS)
» Communicating

Q Deputy Regulator position (Director)
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Independent
At least at a strategic level
Support & guidance

Not a policy maker

...when, what & how do we assess?
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When do we
assess?

sAutumn 2019 - WE ARE HERE

* Pre-Draft Stage - First Stage Public Consultation period to inform the prepartion of the d

r

F

sSpring / Summer 2020
sDraft Plan prepared

sAutumn 2020
sSecond Stage Public Consultation period on the Draft Plan

sSummer 2021
*Third Stage Public Consultation on any significant amendements to the Draft Plan

sAutumn 2021
*New County Development Plan adopted by Elected Members

..notice for Direction?

I if g f

comme
consider

observation
recommenda

consider if
consiste
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Office of the

Planning Regulator aSSeSS?

W

Number 30 of 2000

dMandatory
objectives

Updated to 24 October 2019

PART I
| COre Strategy PLANS AND GUIDELINES
CHAPTER |
D Cl]mate ACtlon Development Plans

9. Obligation to make development plan.

10. Content of development plans.

11. Preparation of draft development plan.

11A. Extension of certain development plans and restriction of
section 11.

11B. Development plans for new administrative areas to be provided
for.
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What do we
assess?

~ N

Eastern & Midland Reglonal Assembly

2019-201
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...& the develop

& Northern & Western
© Hegonal Assembly

REGIONAL SPATIAL AND

ECONOMIC STRATEGY
for the Northern and Westem Regional Assemhy g
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...NDP & national
investment
programmes

...aligning population capacity

...with social & infrastructure
investment at all
plan levels
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Guidelines for Planning Authoriticson
Sustainable Residential
Development in

Urban Areas

[Cities, Towns & Villages)

What do we
assess?
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Office of the

Planning Regulator aSSeSS?

O Working manual or guide
(comprehensive)

A Processes and deadlines (clarity)

Q Checklists (consistency)

Q Interactions with planning
authority & prescribed authorities
(transparency)
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Office of the

Planning Regulator assessment?

Check development plan contains all mandatory
objectives

Settlement strategy / hierarchy

Check for possible omissions, e.g. no strategic flood risk
assessment

Review if site should be included as a Protected Structure
Specific design standards
Presentation and format of the document

v

v
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a Observations
&
Q Recommendations

> ...necessary to ensure effective
coordination of national, regional and
local planning requirements....

Q Clear explanation

Examples of approach so far?
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Planning Regulator

QO Core strategy &

settlement hierarchy

O Economic development &

employment
Q Transport & connectivity

Q Infrastructure

O Climate action & energy

- Louth County
Development

Plan 2021-2027
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Q Draft methodology out for consultation
Q Four weeks for comments
a Will inform final methodology

Q Periodic review to ensure it remains fit for
purpose
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omeore K@y messages

Q Statutory mandate to evaluate & assess
But....

a Guidance & help for plan-makers
Q Avoid s.31 directions
Q Not a policy-maker

a Feedback on our draft methodology
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Thank you
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. . S

Planning Authority publishes OPR makes submissions/ Chief Executive of Planning Authority )
notice of intention to create recommendations prepares report including OPR Planning Authority Sworking
plan recommendations makes development plan days

=le . @

If Minister doesn't agree, If Minister agrees, sends notice of

statement of reason laid intent to issue Direction to OPR can recommend that OPR considers whether to  Plan sent to OPR. If plan is inconsistent with
before Oireachtas and Planning Authority Minister use S.31 power of make recommendation to  OPR recommendations, Planning Authority
published online Direction the Minister must explain why
r— - OR :
OPR may decide to take no further
ee

il
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Appoints inspector

2weeks w action [
e\ N\ . 5 |

Pl C'; lef Exer:‘utwe of the OPR considers reports and OPR recommends OR : 0—D
Planning Authority publishes 4 weeks anning Authority prepares submissions from elected members, Minister issue Direction @
notice in newspaper and invites report on submissions and i i
submissions for maximum 2 week sends 1o OPR i 5
period weeks
3weeks Stakeholder submissions 10 working Inspecter reports
OPR makes final days

recommendation to the
Minister



