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Planning and Economic 
role of the Regional 
Assembly 



Establishment of new Regions



Strategic Planning Areas





Mission Statement

On behalf of the citizens of the region our 
mission is to plan and coordinate activities and 
bodies at a regional level to achieve a better 
future for all. 





Ireland’s Planning 
System 

Local Level Policy 

Core Strategy

Housing Strategy

Retail Strategy

CDB Strategy

Capital Programme

EU, National 

Legislation and 

Policy

EU Directives

Planning Act
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Capital programmes
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Spatial Strategy National

Regional
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Guidelines

Local Plans

Development

Plans

Local

Establishes Policy Context for…

Assessment of and Decisions on Development Proposals

Application to Planning 

Authority (PA)

Bord Pleanála (Strategic 

Infrastructure) (SI)

Appeal?Development/

Refusal of PP

ABP decision 

to grant/refuse
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Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Chamber



Regional Planning Guidelines



Review of RPGs & 
Preparation of RSES

Regional Spatial & 
Economic Strategies 

2016 – 2028

• Northern & Western 
Region

•Southern Region

•Eastern & Midland 
Region



Ireland Planning Policy Hierarchy 2016+



Local authority

(Reserved function)

Community 
Element

(LCDC)

Economic 
element 

(SPC)

Advisory 
Steering Group

LCDC established as a 
committee of the local 
authority 
(Local Gov Act 2014)

LECP Structures



EU Funding



Europe 2020 Strategy

Information and 
Communication 

technologies

Research and 
Innovation

Competitiveness 
of SMEs

Low-carbon economy

Combating climate 
change

Environment and
resource efficiency

Sustainable transport

Employment 
and Mobility

Social inclusion

Better education, 
training

Better public
administration

Smart Sustainable Inclusive



• Budget: €100M 

• Grant rate: 80 %

• Counties:
Dublin, Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown, Fingal, 
Kerry, Cork, Tipperary, 
Waterford, Kilkenny, 
Wexford, Carlow, 
Wicklow, Kildare, 
Meath, South Dublin, 

Interreg V-A

Ireland Wales

Cross border programme



• Budget: €185.3M 

• Grant rate: 75%

• All counties eligible

Interreg V-B

Transnational programme



• Budget: €359M 

• Grant rate: 85%

• All counties 
eligible

Interreg V-C

Inter-regional programme



EU funding stream tool



NPF RSES

LECP EU 
Funds

EMRA 
Focus

Funding follows policy…



Discussion?

• Brexit

• Power of regions
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