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Joined up Approach?
ÅInvestment Follow Through: NPF published alongside ú116bn National Development 

Plan

ÅLegislative backing: through Planning and Development (Amendment) Act

ÅOversight: new Office for Planning Regulation will enhance follow-through at local level

ÅJoined-up delivery: ú3bn in regeneration and development funding creates new 

opportunities

ÅBetter strategic planning: 5 cities to develop Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans (MASP)

ÅCity Vision: further proposals to be developed for metropolitan governance
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National Policy Context
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ÅRSES: 2019 ïTowards a Strategy

ÅRegional Strategy now being formulated 

ÅDraft Strategy - at consultation stage until 8th February 2019

ÅStrong drive behind city led regional development

ÅDelivery of national priorities through regional structures

ÅIntroduction of Metropolitan planning in 5 Cities 
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RSES Pillars: 

People and Places ςWhere will growth occur

Growth Ambition 1 - Vibrant Place (Economy and Employment)
Growth Ambition 2 - Natural Place (Environment)
Growth Ambition 3 - Connected Place (Transport & Digital 
Infrastructure)
Growth Ambition 4 - Inclusive Place ςQuality of life 
Growth Ambition 5 - Infrastructure ςEnabling Our Region
All Island Perspective
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People and Places

ÅPlacemaking: Distinctive & easy to move around

ÅUrban Places of Regional Scale

ÅSmaller Towns, Villages and Rural Areas

ÅRegional Growth 150kï180k  across 8 Counties 

ÅUrban Places of Regional Scale - 1 City, 3 Regional GCs & 8 Key Towns

ÅGalway to be at 120,000 by 2040

ÅRegional Centres (Sligo, Letterkenny & Athlone) target growth > 40% 

ÅKey Support Towns ïPopulation Growth target > 30%

ÅSmaller Towns, Villages and Rural Areas ïVibrancy and vitality

- Realising opportunities

- regeneration and revitalisation

Å20% of all new rural housing, to be on Brownfield sites. (RPO-14)

ÅLocal Authorities - propose programme of Serviced Sites (RPO-18).

Å Identify vacancy patterns and action plans for hotspots

Å Identify regeneration development opportunities
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DELIVERING COMPACT GROWTH: 

What does this mean? 

Urban Places of Regional Scale - 1 City, 3 Regional GCs & 8 Key 
Towns

MASP: Galway to be at 120,000 by 2040

Regional Centres (Sligo, Letterkenny & Athlone) target growth > 40% 

Letterkenny 20,000 (2016) to >30,000 by 2040. 

Sligo             20,000 (2016) to >30,000 by 2040. 

Athlone     25,000 (2016?) >32-34,000 by 2040. 

Key Towns Carrick-on-Shannon, Cavan, Monaghan, Ballinasloe, 
Tuam, Ballina, Castlebar, Roscommon -- target growth >30% 

Other Strategic locations Westport, Athenry, 
Virginia/Carrickmacross, IWAK SDZ. 
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What do we want to do on Vacancy? 


