
ANNUAL TRAINING 
CONFERENCE 2019

Minister john paul phelan td, minister for local 
government and electoral reform, has been invited to 

address the conference dinner.

Registration 
Starts 

9.30am Thursday 21st 

& 9.30am Friday 22nd 

February 2019

Conference Fee: €140

CONFERENCE CLASSED 

AS A TRAINING EVENT FOR 

PURPOSES OF PAYMENT

Tom Moylan & Liam Kenny
Directors AILG
Office Unit 10, Manor Mills, Maynooth, Co. Kildare

The Longford Arms Hotel & Spa 
Main Street, Longford

21st & 22nd February 2019

Phone: 00353 1 610 6100 
Mobile: 00353 86 823 6386
Email: t.moylan@ailg.ie Website: www.ailg.ie

CONTACT: 

120 Years of Irish Local Government 1899-2019



THURSDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2019 CONFERENCE OPENING

9.30am Registration for Delegates

10.00am Official Opening of Conference by 
•	Cllr. Luie McEntire, President AILG 2018/19 & Cathaoirleach Longford Co Co.
•	Cllr. Seamus Butler, Cathaoirleach Longford Municipal District
•	Cllr. Mary Hanna Hourigan, Vice President AILG 2018/19

MORNING SESSION 
Chairperson: Cllr. Luie McEntire, President AILG 2018/19

10.30am “Longford - Realising our potential in the Heart of Rural Ireland”
Speaker: Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive Longford County Council

11.30am “GDPR & the Elected Member”
Speakers: Mr. Cathal Ryan, Asst. Commissioner, Data Protection Commission
               Mr. David Murphy, Asst. Commissioner, Data Protection Commission

1.00pm LUNCH

AFTERNOON SESSION
Chairperson: Cllr. Mary Hanna Hourigan, Vice President AILG 2018/19

2.15pm “Challenges for the Local Press”
Speaker: Ms. Sheila Reilly, Group Head of Digital, Iconic Newspapers 

3.00pm “Business & Local Government – Working Together” 
Speaker: Mr. Ciaran Corcoran, Site Director Abbott Diagnostic Longford

4.00pm “120th Anniversary of Ireland’s County Councils”
Speakers: Mr. Martin Morris, County Archivist, Longford Co. Co.
               Mr. Liam Kenny, Director AILG

4.30pm Rooms available for Party Meetings

8.00pm Conference Dinner 
Minister John Paul Phelan TD, Minister for Local Government and Electoral 
Reform, has been invited to address the conference dinner

ANNUAL TRAINING CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 2019

PRE CONFERENCE DINNER RECEPTION			  7.30pm 21st FEBRUARY 2019 

CONFERENCE DINNER			   8.00pm 21st FEBRUARY 2019 



FRIDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 2019

9.30am Registration for Delegates

10.00am “Center Parcs Ireland - Delivering a €200m Investment to Longford” 
Speaker: Mr. Daragh Feighery, General Manager, Center Parcs Longford

11:00am “Government Facilitating Business”
Speaker: Ms. Anne Heraty, Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Cpl Resources Plc

12.00pm “Electoral Registration Reform” 
Speaker: Ms. Emer Connolly, Principal Officer, Electoral Register Reform
              Business Unit, DHPLG

12.45pm CLOSE OF CONFERENCE

1.00pm LUNCH

conference speakers

Cllr. Luie McEntire
President AILG 2018/19

As one of the longest serving County 
Councillors in the country, Luie 
was first elected as a member of 
Longford County Council in 1979.

Representing the Granard Electoral Area, 
Luie is the current Cathaoirleach of Longford County Council 
having previously held the position of Cathaoirleach in 1986.

Luie, is married to Margaret and has six children. 
He was elected President of the AILG at its 
AGM in Mullingar in September 2018.

John Paul Phelan TD
Minister for Local Government 
and Electoral Reform

John Paul Phelan was appointed 
Minister of State at the Department 
of Housing, Planning and 
Local Government with special 
responsibility for Local Government 

and Electoral Reform on 20 June 2017.

He is a TD in the 32nd Dáil and was a member of a number 
of Oireachtas Committees, including, Budgetary Oversight 
(Chair); Petitions; and Budgetary Scrutiny (Chair).

John Paul entered local politics in 1999 and served two 
terms in the Seanad before being elected a TD in 2011. 

Paddy Mahon
Chief Executive, Longford 
County Council

From Tuam in County Galway, Paddy’s 
background is one of engineering, 
graduating from UCG in 1984 with 
a Bachelor of Engineering – BE in 
Civil Engineering. He also has a 

Master in Business Administration (MBA) from DCU. 

Having worked in construction in London and Sydney in 
the 1980s, Paddy returned to Ireland to work with Mayo 
County Council in 1991 progressing to the position of 
Director of Services with Mayo County Council. 

Paddy was appointed Chief Executive of 
Longford County Council in July 2017.

Cathal Ryan 
Assistant Commissioner, Data 
Protection Commission

Cathal is an Assistant Commissioner 
with the Data Protection Commission. 
A qualified lawyer with significant 
commercial, litigation and regulatory 

experience Cathal heads up the Commission’s Consultation 
function in Public and Law Enforcement Sectors.  He is 
responsible for overseeing the Commission’s function of 
proactively providing data protection awareness and best 
practice guidance to ensure activities within these sectors 
are carried out in compliance with data protection law. 

Cathal is also a member of the European Data 
Protection Board and is the lead rapporteur for 
drafting guidelines on Codes of Conduct. 



David Murphy 
Assistant Commissioner, Data 
Protection Commission 

David is an Assistant Commissioner 
with the Data Protection Commission, 
with responsibility for Consultation 
in the Health and Voluntary Sectors. 

Having joined the Commission in 2016, David has worked 
in consultative engagement, providing best practice guidance 
and advice to organisations across the public and private 
sectors on compliance with the data protection legislative 
frameworks. David acts as a member of the European 
Data Protection Board, and is a frequent conference 
and event speaker, on behalf of the Commission.  

Sheila Reilly 
Group Head of Digital, 
Iconic Newspapers 

Having qualifying from NUIG & 
DCU in Arts & Communication, 
Sheila started her career with Bank 
of Ireland but soon progressed into 

journalism as a reporter with the Longford News. Over the 
next 10 years Sheila progressed to the position of editor of 
both the Longford Leader and the Dundalk Democrat.

In 2016, Sheila was appointed Group Head of Digital 
with Iconic Newspapers. Sheila is responsible for devising 
a digital strategy throughout Iconic’s newspapers and 
websites and implementing delivery of that strategy. Sheila 
is a regular panelists on local and national radio.

Anne Heraty 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Cpl Resources plc

Anne Heraty is Chief Executive of 
Cpl Resources plc. Anne established 
Cpl in 1989 and has played a key 
role in developing it to become 
Ireland’s leading employment 

services company. Cpl has an annual turnover in excess 
of €522.7 million and over 670 permanent employees.

Anne is a former winner of the Business & Finance 
‘Business Person of the Year 2014’ and Cpl was ranked 
as ‘Best Place to Work 2018’ in the large organisation 
category. Anne holds a BA degree in Mathematics 
and Economics from University College Dublin

Ciaran Corcoran 
Site Director of Abbott 
Diagnostics Longford 

Ciaran has been Site Director of Abbott 
Diagnostics Longford since 2015. As 
part of Abbott, a global healthcare 
company, the Longford facility was 

established in 2004 and is involved in the design, development, 
and manufacturing of in-vitro diagnostic products. 

Ciaran has a PhD in Organic Chemistry and a degree in 
Biology and Chemistry, from Maynooth University, Ireland. 
He has over 16 years of experience in various companies 
including Mallinckrodt and AbbVie in the areas of Start-
Up, Research & development and Operations.  Ciaran 
is currently the Ibec Midlands Regional President. 

Daragh Feighery 
General Manager at Center 
Parcs Longford Forest

Due to officially open in 2019, Center 
Parcs Longford Forest is nestled in 400 
acres of beautiful woodland and will 
be Center Parcs first village in Ireland. 

Longford Forest, just five kilometres from Ballymahon, 
features 466 self-catering lodges and 30 apartments. 
There are up to 100 indoor and outdoor family activities 
including a range of restaurants, shops, superb Aqua Sana 
Spa and their famous Subtropical Swimming Paradise.

 Daragh was appointed general manager of Center 
Parcs Longford Forest in May 2017 having previous 
spent over 20 years as Operations Manager with 
Aramark Northern Europe. Daragh is a graduate of 
Ulster University and DIT Cathal Brugha St.

Emer Connolly
Principal Officer, Electoral Register 
Reform Business Unit, DHPLG

A graduate of UCD, Emer joined the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government in June 
2008. Emer is a Principal Officer within in the Electoral 
Register Reform Business Unit of the Department 
of Housing, Planning & Local Government.

Emer is currently overseeing the public consultation on 
proposals to modernise the Electoral Registration Process.

Martin Morris
Archivist in Longford County Council

Martin is the Archivist in Longford 
County Council. He is the current 
Chairperson of the Local Government 
Archivists and Records Managers 
(LGARM), the group that includes all 
professionally-qualified archivists and 

records managers working in local authorities. He previously 
worked in Westmeath, Leitrim and Sligo County Councils.

Liam Kenny
Director AILG

Liam Kenny is a strong advocate for the 
heritage of local democracy which has 
roots in the first County Council elections 
of 1899. He has spoken and written 
widely on how Ireland’s pioneering 
County Councillors created a legacy 

which has benefited the Irish public to the present day. 

Liam has been Director of the Association of Irish Local 
Government and its predecessors for twenty-three years. 

ACCOMMODATION DETAILS

The Longford Arms Hotel & Spa, Main Street, Longford.

Delegate Rates Available: 

€65 Single Occupancy | €110 Double/Twin Occupancy

reservations@longfordarms.ie (043) 334 6296


