
EnvironmentalAssessments for 
Land Use Plans:

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

Appropriate Assessment (AA)

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) 
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Your Plan, Your SEA, You are The Authority 

Å As ElectedMembers you are the PlanningAuthority and the
Decision-Makers- your decisionsareopento scrutiny

Å Section12(11) PDA
άIn making the developmentplan... the membersshall be restricted
to considering:
Å the properplanningand sustainabledevelopmentof the areaΧ;
Å the statutory obligationsof any localauthority in the area; and
Å any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the

Governmentor any Minister of the GovernmentΧ.έ

Å Youmust understandandcomplywith EUDirectives



What is SEA?

Å Strategic Environmental Assessment identifies the 
environmentaleffects of implementing Your Plan

Å Enables you to direct development towards robust, well-
serviced and connected areas in your County

Å European SEA Directive 2001/42/EC

Å You will need to showhow environmental considerations 
were integrated into Your Plan

Å You will need to showhow alternatives were considered



Your Guides: SEA, AA, EIA and SFRA
Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment (SEA)

Environmental 
Impact Assessment 
(EIA)

Appropriate 
Assessment (AA)

Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessment 
(SFRA)

Legislation European SEA Directive  

and transposing Irish Regs (Statutory 
Instruments 435 and 436 of 2004 as 
amended)

European EIA Directive 

and transposing Irish Regs

European Habitats 
Directive 

and transposing
Statutory Instrument 477 
of 2011 as amended and 
Planning and Development 
Act 2000, as amended

Ministerial Guidelines 
on The Planning System 
and Flood Risk 
Management

for PLANS* 
or for INDIVIDUAL 
PROJECTS
*documents providing for 
multiple projects

PLANS(e.g. your Development 
Plan)

PROJECTS PLANS(e.g. your 
Development Plan) 
& PROJECTS

PLANS(e.g. your 
Development Plan) 
& PROJECTS (FRA)

Issues - Biodiversity, flora and fauna 
(incl. AA)
- Population and human 
health (incl. SFRA)
- Soil
- Water
- Air and climatic factors
- Material asset
- Cultural heritage
- Landscape

Similar to SEA issues European/Natura 2000 
Sites designated for 
ecological reasons:

- Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs)
- Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs)

Flood Risk (incl. 
protection of human 
health and assets)



Plans, Projects and Environmental Assessments

Tier 1

NATIONAL

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy

Development Plans, Local Area Plans etc.

National Planning Framework &
National Development Plan

Other Sectoral Plans including 
Environmental Plans e.g. 2019 Climate 

Action Plan

Tier 2

REGIONAL 

Tier 3

COUNTY &

LOCAL

SEA and AA 
as relevant

SEA, AA and RFRA  

Tier 4

APPLICATIONS 

FOR PROJECTS

Statutory Decision-Making and Consent-Granting Framework

Land Use, 
Infrastructure, 
etc. Projects

Land Use, 
Infrastructure, 
etc. Projects

Land Use, 
Infrastructure, 
etc. Projects

SEA, AA and SFRA

EIA, AA and FRA 
as relevant



Clarinbridge

Clarinbridge, County Galway1st Iteration of Draft Plan

Clarinbridge,  County Galway

Draft Plan for Public Display ςafter SEA Scoping

Clarinbridge,  County Galway

Proposed Amendment ςfollowing landowner submission

Clarinbridge,  County Galway

Adopted Plan ςfollowing considered decision of Elected Members

Clarinbridge,  County Galway

Å The Decision took into account:
Å SEA Reports
Å Environmental obligations
Å Submission from landowner
Å Other stakeholder submissions
Å Council chamber discussion

Å Legally and Environmentally Robust Decision

Å Evidence-based Decision

Å This decision got media coverage


