
AILG MEDIA TRAINING 
SEMINAR

Peter O’Connell Communications



WHAT IS NEWS?

Human interest

New

Relevant statistics



PRESS RELEASES

Get to the point

Avoid needless information

 300 words



CONTROVERSY

How best to address it?

When to stay silent

Take a short-term hit



KEY CONTACTS

Deadlines

Regional journalists

Freelance



NATIONAL MEDIA

Local tragedy

Contact extended family before commenting

Use good judgement



COUNCIL MOTIONS

Prepare notes

Brevity: speak for two minutes

Pre-meeting strategy



SME ADVICE

Help the SME sector to avoid spending money

 Identify narrative

Practical steps







INTERVIEW PREPARATION

Mock interviews

Complacency kills

Failure to prepare…
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